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Dr. Amer Hamad Issa Abukhalaf 

ORCID: 0000-0002-0589-0503 | Phone: (614) 370-5860 | Email: Amer.abukhalaf@ufl.edu 

 

Education and Earned Degrees: 

2019 - 2023 
Ph.D. in Design, Construction, and Planning, Construction Management 

Concentration (3.96/4 GPA), University of Florida, FL, USA 

2016 - 2018 
Master of Business Administration, Project Management Concentration 

(3.97/4 GPA), Ashland University, OH, USA 

2007 - 2011 
Bachelor of Civil Engineering, Structural Design Concentration (3.34/4 

GPA), Hashemite University, Jordan 

 

Work Experience: 

07/2024 - Present 
Assistant Professor, Nieri Department of Construction and Real Estate 

Development, Clemson University, SC, USA 

01/2024 - 07/2024 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction 

Management, University of Florida, FL, USA 

08/2019 - 12/2023 
Research Assistant, M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Construction Management, 

University of Florida, FL, USA 

01/2016 - 08/2019 Project Manager, BBTS-USA, OH, USA 

04/2015 - 12/2015 Structural Design Group Leader, AIC, Amman, Jordan 

04/2014 - 03/2015 Senior Structural Designer, AIC, Amman, Jordan 

04/2012 - 03/2014 Structural Designer, AIC, Amman, Jordan 

10/2011 - 03/2012 Material Take-Off Engineer, AIC, Amman, Jordan 

05/2011 - 09/2011 Site Engineer, Al-Zabadi Company for Construction, Amman, Jordan 

 

Research Projects: 

2026 – 2028  
A Community-Based Co-Design Model for Disaster Response and Recovery in 

Upstate South Carolina (Funder: Pennell Center / Role: PI / Amount: $50,000) 

2025 – 2026 

Innovative Solutions for Affordable Housing: Exploring Prefabricated Wood 

Component Use and Adoption in Texas (Funder: HUD / Role: Co-PI / Amount: 

$151,423) 

2025 – 2026 
Exploring the Impact of Disasters on the Well-being of Low-Income Households 

in South Carolina (Funder: CU / Role: PI / Amount: $10,000). 

2024 – 2025 
A Pilot Study: Exploring Prefabricated Wood Component Use and Adoption in 

Texas (Funder: SBCA / Role: Co-PI / Amount: $17,193). 

2023 – 2024 
Mental Health Impacts of Tornadoes on Socioeconomically Disadvantaged 

Populations (Funder: NSF/NHC / Role: PI / Amount: $50,000). 

2020 – 2024 
Studying the Built Environment Impact on Personal Disaster Preparedness 

Behaviors (PI role, Quantitative Research, University of Florida) 

2020 – 2023 
Assessing Migrants’ Vulnerability to Disasters and Emergencies (PI role, Mixed 

Methods Research, University of Florida)  

2019 – 2021 
Integrating Minorities in Hurricanes and Emergency Planning (PI role, Mixed 

Methods Research, University of Florida) 

2019 – 2021 
Improving Campus Emergency Response to Severe Weather Hazards (PI role, 

Mixed Methods Research, University of Florida) 

2019 – 2020 Critical factors for post-disaster educational continuity in urban floods in South 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0589-0503
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and Southeast Asia (RA role, Qualitative Research, University of Florida) 

Research 

Areas 

Human Behavior, Perceptions, Offsite and Prefabricated Construction, 

Community Engagement, Risk Assessment and Characterization, Resilience, , 

Safety Design, Emergency Planning, Disaster Risk Mitigation, Sustainability, 

Green Solutions, Built Environment, Disaster Response and Recovery, and 

Sustainable Construction. 

  

Earned Certifications and Professional Training Courses: 

2025 Conducting Emotionally Challenging Research Certificate, Natural Hazards Center, CO, 

USA 

2025 Cultural Competence in Hazards and Disaster Research Certificate, Natural Hazards 

Center, CO, USA 

2025 Collecting and Sharing Perishable Data Certificate, Natural Hazards Center, CO, USA 

2025 Broader Ethical Considerations for Hazards and Disaster Researchers Certificate, Natural 

Hazards Center, CO, USA 

2025 Geographic Information System Certificate, Clemson University, SC, USA 

2020 Construction Health and Safety Certificate, OSHA, FL, USA 

2018 Certified Associate in Project Management, CAPM, OH, USA 

2018 Minor Degree in Supply Chain Management (Logistics and Operations), OH, USA 

2014 Time Management Certificate, DPC, Amman, Jordan. 

2013 Earthquake Resisting Structure Design Certificate, ETC, Amman, Jordan. 

2012 Primavera Projects Management Certificate, ETC, Amman, Jordan. 

2011 Structural Design Certificate, JEA, Amman, Jordan 

2007 Architectural Technical Drawing, Hashemite University, Jordan 

2007 Sketching and Freehand Drawing for Engineers, Hashemite University, Jordan  

 

Awards and Recognitions: 

2025 Faculty Scholar award from CU School of Health Research 

2021 & 2023 Outstanding Merit Certification Award, FL, USA 

2020 Sigma Lambda Chi Honor Lifetime Membership Award, FL, USA 

2017 Delta Mu Delta Honor Lifetime Membership Award, OH, USA 

2015 Top Achiever Award, AIC, Amman, Jordan 

2014 Achievement Award,  AIC, Amman, Jordan 

 

Selected Peer-Reviewed & Published Full Length Research Papers (Google Scholar: 502 

Citations, i10-index: 15): 

Boutros, T., Abou Rjeily, J., Shuwiekh, et al. (2026). The direct and indirect effects of climate 

anxiety on psychological distress through hope: A multinational study in different Arab 

nations. Cambridge Prisms: Global Mental Health, 13, e78. doi:10.1017/gmh.2026.10191 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2025). Exploring the relationship between housing conditions and risk 

perception in a disaster context. PLoS One 20(10): e0310665. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0310665 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I., Dougherty, R.B., Naser, A.Y., & Alrayyan, K.M. (2025). Studying the 

impact of multiple behavioral variables on hurricane preparedness behaviors among employees 

at institution of higher education in Florida. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 

Volume 129, 105752. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2025.105752 

 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0310665
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2025.105752
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Li, J., Abukhalaf, A.H.I., Bean, E., Brisotto, C., Clark, M.W., Von Meding, J., Otalora, A., and 

Barry, S. (2025). Community perception and stewardship of public coastal infrastructure in 

Cedar Key, Florida. Front. Mar. Sci. 12:1639887. doi: 10.3389/fmars.2025.1639887 

Taybeh, E.O., Naser, A.Y., Taybeh, A., et al. (2025). Public preparedness and knowledge about 

emergency medicine: A study across 6 countries. Medicine 104(28):p e43217. DOI: 

10.1097/MD.0000000000043217 

Naser, A., Mustafa, A., Moaath M.D., et al. (2025). Prevalence of stress, anxiety and depression 

among healthcare workers. Medicine 104(36):p e44195. DOI: 10.1097/MD.0000000000044195 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I., Chavan, V.D., & Kodela, H. (2025). Mental Health Impacts of the 2024 Ohio 

Tornadoes on People With Socioeconomic Disadvantages. Natural Hazards Center, University 

of Colorado Boulder. https://hazards.colorado.edu/quick-response-report/mental-health-impacts-

of-the-2024-ohio-tornadoes-on-people-with-socioeconomic-disadvantages 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., Dougherty, R. B., & Naser, A. Y. (2025). Understanding hurricane 

preparedness behaviors. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 116, 105097. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2024.105097 

Naser, A.Y., Aboutaleb, R., Khaleel, A., et al. (2024). Knowledge, attitude, and practices of 

pharmacy students in 7 Middle Eastern countries concerning antibiotic resistance: A cross-

sectional study. Medicine, 103(36), e39378. https://doi.org/10.1097/MD.0000000000039378 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2024). The Relationship Between Housing Conditions and Social 

Vulnerabilities: A Literature Review. Qeios. doi:10.32388/DLI3NT. 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2023). Studying the Built Environment Impact on Personal Disaster 

Preparedness Behaviors. George A. Smathers Libraries, UF. Available at https://original-

ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UFE0060498/00001 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2023). Toward a comprehensive behavioral model of hurricane preparedness: 

The Protective Behavior Model. Qeios. doi:10.32388/2AENB3 

Abukhalaf, A.H.I., Okhai, R., Naser, A.Y., Von Meding, J., Cohen, S.L., Mehdipour, H., & 

Abusal, D.M. (2023). COVID-19 outbreak impact on the wellbeing of migrants in U.S. college 

towns: The case of Gainesville, Florida. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 96, 

103973.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2023.103973 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., Naser, A. Y., Cohen, S. L., Von Meding, J., & Abusal, D. M. (2023). 

Evaluating the mental health of international students in the U.S. during the COVID-19 

outbreak: The case of University of Florida. Journal of American College Health, 1–10. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/07448481.2023.2168547 

Naser, A.Y., Alwafi, H., Itani, R., et al. (2023). Nomophobia among university students in five 

Arab countries in the Middle East: prevalence and risk factors. BMC Psychiatry 23, 541. 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-023-05049-4 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., Naser, A. Y., Von Meding, J., Cohen, S. L., Mehdipour, H., & Abusal, D. 

M. (2023). The 2020 Pandemic Outbreak Impact on the Wellbeing of Short-Term Migrants in 

Gainesville, Florida: Mixed Method Research Study. Qeios. doi:10.32388/I02S60.2. 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., von Meding, J., Dooling, J., & Abusal, D. (2022). Assessing international 

students’ vulnerability to hurricanes: University of Florida case study. International Journal of 

Disaster Risk Reduction, 55, 102812. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2022.102812. 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & von Meding, J. (2021). Integrating international linguistic minorities in 

emergency planning at institutions of higher education. Natural Hazards (Dordrecht), 1-25. 

doi:10.1007/s11069-021-04859-7 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & von Meding, J. (2021). Psycholinguistics and Emergency 

Communication: A qualitative descriptive study. International Journal of Disaster Risk 

Reduction, 55, 102061. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2021.102061 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2025.1639887
https://hazards.colorado.edu/quick-response-report/mental-health-impacts-of-the-2024-ohio-tornadoes-on-people-with-socioeconomic-disadvantages
https://hazards.colorado.edu/quick-response-report/mental-health-impacts-of-the-2024-ohio-tornadoes-on-people-with-socioeconomic-disadvantages
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2024.105097
https://doi.org/10.1097/MD.0000000000039378
https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UFE0060498/00001
https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/UFE0060498/00001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2023.103973
https://doi.org/10.1080/07448481.2023.2168547
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-023-05049-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2022.102812
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2021.102061


RESUME 

4 
 

Chmutina, K., Sadler, N., von Meding, J. and Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2020), "Lost (and found?) in 

translation: key terminology in disaster studies", Disaster Prevention and Management, Vol. 30 

No. 2, pp. 149-162. https://doi.org/10.1108/DPM-07-2020-0232 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & von Meding, J. (2020). Communication challenges in campus emergency 

planning: The case of Hurricane Dorian in Florida. Natural Hazards (Dordrecht), 104(2), 1535. 

doi:10.1007/s11069-020-04231-1 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & Kouhirostamkolaei, M. (2022). How to Improve Early Warning Systems 

at US Institutions of Higher Education. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL5071 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2022). Improving Crisis Management in the United States by Eliminating 

Disaster Language-Based Discrimination from Local Emergency Communication. ACAD 

Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4999 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2021). The risk behind communicating to people in their second language 

during the hurricane season. Academia Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3572 

Cohen, S., von Meding, D., Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2021). Successful Pandemic and Disaster Mental 

Health Preparedness Requires Widespread Community Collaboration. ACAD Letters, Article 

3987. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3987 

Kouhirostami, M., Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & Kouhirostami, M. (2022). Eliminating Air Pollution in 

Cities Through Sustainable Urban Planning. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4588 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2021). Litigation and insurance limitation within sustainable construction in 

the U.S. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3194 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & Abusal, D. (2021). Measuring Labor Efficiency in Green Construction 

Projects. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3393 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I., & Koohirostami, M. (2021). Toward Greener Concrete for Better 

Sustainable Environment. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3485 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2021). Bridging the Gap: U.S Waste Management System. ACAD Letters. 

https://doi.org/10.20935/AL1680 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2021). Legal Complications in U.S Green Construction. ACAD Letters. 

https://doi.org/10.20935/AL2576 

Kouhirostami, M., Abukhalaf, A.H.I. (2021). Reducing Urban Thermal Discomfort by 

Integrating Sustainability in Urban City Planning. ACAD Letters, Article 4041. 

https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4041 

Abukhalaf, A. H. I. (2021). Considering the Moment Effect on the Bolts’ Circular Distribution in 

the End-plate Connection. ACAD Letters. https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3473 

 

Presentations and Contributions in Conferences 

2026 Clemson University Research Symposium 

Speaker and Presenter for a session titled “Exploring the Impact of Disasters on the Well-being 

of Low-Income Households in South Carolina.”  

2026 Industry Advisory Board Research Panel  

Presenter of two research projects “CK Shoreline Protection Project” & “Exploring 

Prefabricated Wood Component Use and Adoption” 

2025 Prisma Health Education and Research Institute Showcase 

Presenter of a poster/study titled “Examining the Psychological Toll of the 2024 Columbus 

Tornadoes on Vulnerable Communities” || Presenter of a poster/study titled “The Impact of 

Housing Conditions on Hurricane and Flood Evacuation Intentions.” 

2025 Natural Hazards Annual Conference 

Speaker and Co-organizer of a research panel titled “Health Outcomes in Disasters: A Special 

https://doi.org/10.1108/DPM-07-2020-0232
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL5071
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4999
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3572
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3987
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4588
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3194
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3393
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3485
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL1680
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL2576
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL4041
https://doi.org/10.20935/AL3473
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Call of the Quick Response Research.” || Speaker and Co-organizer of a research panel titled 

“Psychological Impacts and Mental Health Support in Disaster Contexts.” || Presenter of a 

poster/study titled “The Impact of Housing Conditions on Hurricane and Flood Evacuation 

Intentions.”  

2025 Clemson Health Advancement Talks by School of Health Research  

Speaker and Presenter for a session titled “Mental Health in the Aftermath of Disasters.” 

2025 Clemson University Research Symposium 

Speaker and Co-organizer of a research panel titled “Community-Engaged Research Across 

Education, Architecture & Construction, and Sociology.” 

2024 Symposium on Flooding Adaptation — Spotlighting Solutions for Florida 

Speaker and Presenter for a session titled “A model for co-designing nature-based solutions in 

Cedar Key.” in the City Planning section at the conference. || Presenter of a poster/study titled 

“Studying the influence of housing conditions on hurricane and flooding evacuation intentions in 

Florida.” 

2024 Human-Centered Building Design Research Symposium & Workshop 

Presenter of a study titled “Tornadoes Touchdown Impact on Mental Health among 

Socioeconomically Challenged Communities.” 

2024 Florida Resilience Conference 

Speaker and Presenter for a session titled “A model for co-designing nature-based solutions in 

Cedar Key.” 

2023 Natural Hazards Engineering Research Infrastructure Conference 

Speaker and Co-organizer of a training session titled “Academic Publishing Workshop”. || 

Presenter of two posters/studies: 1) “Assessing the built environment impact on risk perception 

and intentions of hurricane preparedness in Florida,” and 2) “The Protective Behavior Model: 

Toward a comprehensive behavioral model of hurricane preparedness.” 

2023 Society for Risk Analysis Annual Meeting  

Presenter of two posters/studies: 1) “Evaluating the built environment impact on intentions of 

hurricane preparedness in Florida,” and 2) “The COVID-19 outbreak impact on the mental 

health of short-term migrants in central Florida college towns.” 

2022 DCP Research Symposium 

Presenter of a poster/study titled “The Impact of Housing Conditions on Hurricane Preparedness 

Intentions within Institutions of Higher Education in Florida.” 

2022 Natural Hazards Annual Conference 

Speaker and Co-organizer of a training session titled “Mental Health and Disaster—A Crisis 

Intervention Roadmap.” || Presenter of three posters/studies: 1) “Studying the impact of housing 

conditions on hurricane preparedness intentions in Florida,” 2) “Evaluating the mental health of 

international students during the COVID-19 outbreak,” and 3) Assessing International Students’ 

Vulnerability to Hurricanes: University of Florida Case Study. || Presenter of research and 

practice highlights titled “COVID-19 Outbreak Impact on the Well-Being of Migrants in U.S. 

College Towns.”  

2021 Natural Hazards Annual Conference 

Speaker and Co-organizer of a workshop session titled “Science Communication for Policy 

Makers and the Public.” || Presenter of a poster/study titled “Psycholinguistics and Emergency 

Communication.” || Presenter of research and practice highlights titled “Emergency 

Communication and Language-Based Discrimination.” 
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Media Attention 

2025 I was interviewed by Fox31 for a news segment titled “Hurricane Melisa Aftermath.” 

2025 
My research was covered in a full article “Meet Amer Abukhalaf” in the Bold Journey 

magazine. 

2024 
My research was covered in a full article “Meet Amer Abukhalaf” in the Bold Journey 

magazine. 

2023 

My research was covered in a full article “Conversations with Amer Abukhalaf” in the 

Orlando Voyager magazine in a series titled “The Change Makers: Stories That 

Inspire.” 

2023 
My research was covered in a full article “Meet Amer Abukhalaf” in the Canvas Rebel 

magazine. 

2023  

The official website of Ashland University covered my work in an article titled 

“Studying risk management at AU helps MBA grad with hurricane, earthquake, other 

disaster studies.” 

2023 
I was a guest twice on a podcast called Disaster: Deconstructed to talk about disaster 

management and the earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria in 02/2023.   

2021 
I was a guest on a U.S. talk show called Top of Mind with Julie Rose to present my 

work in an episode titled “Emergency Communication.” 

2021 
The environmental journal Grist covered my work in an article titled “During wildfires 

and hurricanes, a language gap can be deadly.” 

2021 
I was appointed as a “Disasters and Emergency Management Expert” and media 

representative at University of Florida. 

 

Peer-Reviewing and Editorial Board Services  

▪ Editor: PLOS ONE.  

▪ Reviewer: International Journal of Disaster Resilience in the Built Environment; 

International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction; Natural Hazards; Meteorological 

Applications; PLOS ONE; Frontiers in Psychology; Frontiers in Education; Clinical 

Epidemiology and Global Health; ACAD Letters; Discover Sustainability, Scientific 

Reports. 

 

Professional Memberships 

▪ Florida Climate Institute (FCI).  

▪ Hazard Mitigation and Disaster Recovery Planning Division (HMDRPD). 

▪ Design Safe, Natural Hazards Engineering Research Infrastructure (DS). 

▪ Society of Risk Analysis (SRA). 

▪ American College Health Association (ACHA). 

▪ The American Planning Association (APA). 

▪ Project Management Institution (PMI). 

▪ Association of College Honor Societies (ACHS). 

▪ American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). 

▪ International Construction Honor Society (ICHS). 

▪ Jordanian Engineers Association (JEA). 

 


