
  

   

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
Thomas Mark Savory, FAIA 

 
                        Education 

The University of Michigan, Master of Architecture, 1984 
Clemson University, Bachelor of Arts in Architecture, 1981 
George Booth Fellow, University of Michigan, 1991 

 Architectural Licensure   
South Carolina #5704 
North Carolina #11166 
New York #018989 (inactive) 
NCARB Registration #50,048     

Professional Experience 
McMillan Pazdan Smith Architecture, Columbia, SC, Principal, 2021-Present 
Watson Tate Savory, Inc., Columbia, SC & Charlotte, NC, Principal, 1996-2021 
Richard Meier and Partners, New York, NY, Associate, 1990-1996 
Gwathmey Siegel & Associates, New York, NY, Project Architect, 1987-1990 
Parallel Forty Architecture, New York, NY, Co-Founder & Principal 1994-1996 
Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Architects, New York, NY, Project Architect, 1984-1987 
The Boudreaux Group, Columbia, SC, 1981-1982 

Professional Memberships 
American Institute of Architects, 1996-Present 
College of Fellows, American Institute of Architects, 2018-Present 

 Society for College & University Planning, 2012-Present 
SCUP Carolinas One-day Conference Co-chair, 2014 

    US Green Building Council, South Carolina Chapter, 2004-Present 
Teaching & Academic Juries 
    Clemson University, graduate studio instructor, 2023 

Clemson University, fluid studio instructor, 2021  
Clemson University, graduate studio instructor, 2013 
Clemson University, undergraduate studio instructor, 2008 
Clemson University, periodic guest juror, 1996-Present 

    UNC Charlotte, professional practice lecture, 2014 
UNC Charlotte, periodic guest juror, 1996-Present 
University of Kentucky, invited guest juror, 1998 
Columbia University, invited guest juror, 1996 
NJ Institute of Technology, periodic guest juror, 1987-1992  

Awards Juries 
AIA West Virginia Design Awards Jury Chair, 2023 
AIA South Dakota Design Awards Juror, 2023 
AIA East Tennessee Design Awards Jury Chair, 2019 
AIA Middle Tennessee Design Awards Jury Chair, 2017 
AIA New Hampshire Design Awards Jury Chair, 2016 
AIA North Carolina Residential Design Awards Juror, 2016 
AIA Indiana Design Awards Jury Chair, 2015 
AIA Detroit Design Awards Jury Chair, 2013 
AIA North Carolina Tower (Preservation) Awards, Jury Chair, 2010 
AIA North Carolina COTE Awards, Jury Chair, 2010 



 
 

Awards Juries (cont’d) 
South Carolina CEFPI Awards, Jury Chair, 2009 
Historic Columbia Foundation Preservation Awards, 2002 
AIA Georgia & Atlanta Center for Architecture Selection Committee, 2017 
AIA Arizona Practice Awards Juror, 2016 

    Clemson University, “City Sense”, 2011  
AIA Savannah Design Awards Juror, 2011 

AIA Service 
AIA College of Fellows Regional Representative, 2023-2026 
AIA SC Fellows Committee Chair, 2020-Present 
AIA South Atlantic Region (Aspire Conference) CE Committee Chair, 2022 (on-going) 
AIA SC Architectural Archives Committee, Chair, 2012-Present 
AIA SC Leadership Academy speaker, 2017 

 AIA SC Center for Architecture Foundation, 2017-Present 
AIA South Atlantic Regional Conference, Design Committee Co-Chair, 2005 
AIA Columbia, SC, Design Awards Committee Chair, 1998 

Civic Engagement 
Columbia College Foundation Board, Chair, 2021-Present 
Columbia, SC, Design/Development Review Commission, Chair, 2015-2021 
Columbia Design League, Co-Founder, Columbia, SC, 1997-Present 

Creator & Co-Founder, 1997  
Founding President, 1997-2004 
Board Member (ex-officio, as founder), 2006-Present 

Kosmos Club, past president and secretary, 2007-Present 
Historic Columbia Foundation Board, 1998-2003 

Preservation Committee Chair, 1999-2002 
Vice President, 2002-2003 

 Board of Advocates, 2003-2015 
    One Columbia Public Art Selection Committee, 2015-2020  

South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts & Humanities Foundation Regional Board,  
 Member, 2014-2020 

Columbia Museum of Art Board, 1999-2004 
Cultural Council of Richland & Lexington Counties Board, 1997-1999 
SC Mayor’s Institute for Community Design Faculty, 1999 
Leadership Columbia Board, 1997-2002 
Mayor’s Task Force for Diversity, Columbia, SC, 1999 
City of Columbia Design Guidelines Roundtable, Columbia, SC 1998 
Canalside Development Task Force, 1998 

    Community Design Center of Columbia Board, 1996-1999 
Leadership Columbia, Class of 1997 
Vacant Lots Participant, New York, NY, 1987 

Lectures 
“POPup: The Inflatable Movement in Architecture”  

Columbia Museum of Art, Columbia, SC, 2020 
“Play With Your City: The Story of the Columbia Design League” 

AIA National Conference Presenter, Orlando, FL, 2017 
AIA South Atlantic Regional Conference Presenter, Savanah, GA, 2016 

     Enginuity SC Ignite! Presenter, Columbia, SC, 2015  
AIA SC Conference, Columbia, SC, 2016 
Pecha Kucha, Volume III, Columbia, SC, 2014,  
Columbia Museum of Art Annual Meeting, Columbia, SC, 2000  
Columbia Rotary Club, Columbia, SC, 1999 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Lectures (cont’d) 
 

“Columbia’s Modernist Legacy” Lecture on Columbia’s modern architecture 
Columbia Design League, Columbia, SC, 2008 
Keynote: South Carolina Historic Preservation Conference, Columbia, SC, 2009 
Kosmos, Columbia, SC, 2010 
University of South Carolina, School of Art & Design, Columbia, SC, 2015, 2016, 2017  

“Combing the Edge: Commonalities, Symbolism and Perceptions”  
Clemson University Schoo1 of Architecture, 1999 
AIA Columbia, SC, 1999 

Speaking Engagements 
    History of the Columbia Design League, podcast, Columbia Museum of Art, 2022 
    “Columbus” 
     Nickelodeon Theater Talk Back, Columbia, SC, 2021 

SC Green is Good for Business Conference, 2009, 2010 
Leadership Columbia, Columbia, SC, 1998-2002 
“My Architect” 

Nickelodeon Theater Talk Back, Columbia, SC, 2003 
           “Josef Urban: Vienna and New York” Presentation of George Booth Fellowship research 

The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, 1991 
New York Historical Society, New York, NY 1992 (invited) 

Competition 
Winner:  South Carolina Center for Architecture Design Competition, 2016, construction 
completed 2024. 
SC Center for Architecture Construction Committee member, serving as design architect and 
participant in securing in-kind donations. 
                         

Awards Between 1999 and 2020, Tom’s work, as founding principal of Watson Tate Savory, received 
more than 65 AIA Design Awards and numerous civic awards. These included 3 South Atlantic 
Regional Honor Awards, 12 North Carolina awards, more than 50 South Carolina awards and the 
2014 AIA South Carolina Firm Award, as the eighth recipient since the inception of AIA South 
Carolina. This list includes: 

 
 AIA SC Citation, WCU Brown Dining Hall, 2020 
 AIA Charlotte, NC, Merit Award, UNC Charlotte COA+A Dean’s Suite, 2020 
 AIA South Atlantic Region Merit Award, Columbia City Water Facility, 2020 
 
 NC State Construction Office Excellenc Award, Brown Dining Hall, 2019 
 AIA NC COTE Award, Columbia City Water Facility, 2019 
 AIA SC Merit Award, York Technical College Building C Renovations, 2019 
 
 AIA Columbia, SC, Honor Award, Columbia City Water Facility, 2018 
 AIA Columbia, SC, Merit Award, Brown Dining Hall, 2018 
 AIA Columbia, SC, Merit Award, USC Indoor Football Practice Facility, 2018 
 AIA Columbia, SC, Divine Detail Award, CCU Swain Hall, 2018 
 AIA SC Merit Award, UNC Charlotte COA+A Dean’s Suite, 2018 
 AIA SC Merit Award (New Construction), Columbia City Water Facility, 2018 
 AIA SC Merit Award (Adaptive Reuse), Columbia City Water Facility, 2018 
 
 AIA NC Tower Award, SC State Museum, 2017 
 AIA Charlotte, NC, Honor Award, York Technical College Building C Renovations, 2017 

 
AIA South Atlantic Region Honor Award, SC State University Lowman Hall, 2016 
AIA South Atlantic Region Honor Award, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2012 

(Watson Tate Savory was the only Columbia, SC firm to have won a South Atlantic 
Region Honor award since 1959) 



 
 

Awards (cont’d) 
AIA SC Honor Award for Adaptive Reuse, SC State Museum Windows to New Worlds, 2016 
AIA SC Citation, UNC Charlotte Johnson Band Center, 2016 
AIA Charlotte, NC Merit Award, UNC Charlotte Johnson Band Center, 2016 
AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, York Technical College Building C Renovations, 2016 
AIA Columbia, SC Citation, UNC Charlotte Johnson Band Center, 2016 

    
AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, York Tech Building C Renovations, 2016 

    AIA Columbia, SC Merit Award, SC State Museum Windows to New Worlds, 2016 
 
    AIA SC Honor Award, SC State Museum Windows to New Worlds, 2015  
    AIA Charlotte, NC Merit Award, SC State Museum Windows to New Worlds, 2015  
    AIA SC Honor Award for Unbuilt Work, City of Columbia Water Management Facility, 2015 
 

AIA South Carolina Firm Award, 2014  
(Watson Tate Savory was the 8th-only recipient of the Firm Award in AIA South Carolina’s 
history) 

 
    AIA SC Honor Award for Historic Preservation, SC State University Lowman Hall, 2013 
    AIA SC Merit Award for Adaptive Reuse, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2013 
    AIA SC Honor Award for Adaptive Reuse, James Clyburn Intermodal Transportation Center, 2013 
    SC Governor’s Award for Historic Preservation, SC State University Lowman Hall, 2013 
    Brick Industry South East Region Honor Award, USC Horizon Research Facility, 2013 
       
    AIA South Atlantic Region Honor Award, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2012 
    AIA Columbia, SC Merit Award, USC Horizon Research Facility, 2012 
    Columbia Choice Award, USC Tailgating Facility, 2012 
   

AIA SC Merit Award, Midlands Technical College Harbison Theater, 2011 
 
    AIA SC Citation, SC State University Lowman Hall, 2010 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, James Clyburn Intermodal Transportation Center, 2010 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, Midlands Technical College Harbison Theater, 2010 
    AIA Columbia, SC Merit Award, SC State University Lowman Hall, 2010 
    Brick Industry South East Region President’s Award, USC Beaufort Hargray Building, 2010 
       
    AIA SC Merit Award, James Clyburn Intermodal Transportation Center, 2009   
    Columbia Choice Award for Renovation & Reuse, UCI Medical Offices, 2009 
 
    AIA SC COTE Merit Award, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2008 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, Technical College of the Lowcountry Multi-Purpose Bldg, 2008 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, USC Beaufort New River Campus, 2008 
 
    AIA SC Honor Award, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2007 
    AIA SC Merit Award, Technical College of the Lowcountry Multi-Purpose Bldg, 2007 
 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2006 
    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, USC Parking Garage, 2006 

Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute Award, USC Parking Garage, 2006 
    
    AIA SC Merit Award, Musgrove Mill Interpretive Center, 2005 
 
    AIA SC Merit Award, Dunbar Funeral Home, 2004 
 
    Historic Columbia Foundation Award for New Construction in Historic Districts, 2003 
 



 
 

Awards (cont’d)     
AIA SC Honor Award, Lady Street Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2002 

    AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, Vista Lofts, 2002 
 
    Historic Columbia Foundation Award for Adaptive Reuse, Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2001 
    Historic Columbia Foundation Award for Adaptive Reuse, Gadsden St. Law Offices, 2001 
 
              AIA Columbia, SC Honor Award, Lady Street Office of Watson Tate Savory, 2000 
 

AIA Columbia, SC Merit Award for Unbuilt Work, USC Technology Incubator, 1999 
 
 
Architectural Writing 

Undefined, Columbia, SC, 2011~ 
Architecture & Design Editor and Writer for locally published regionally distributed arts 
journal.  Published work includes the following, written as a two-part series: 
“Three’s a Charm”   

Essay on Lee III, Thomas Phifer & Partners’ addition to the Clemson University 
School of Architecture, including interviews with Thomas Phifer, FAIA, John 
Jacques, AIA, Clemson Professor Emeritus, and Kate Schwennsen, FAIA, 
Director, Clemson School of Architecture.  

     “Art in the Open” 
Essay on Thomas Phifer and Partners’ North Carolina Museum of Art, including 
interview with Phifer. 
 

“LEED: Sustainable Design Explained”, Columbia Business Monthly, March 2002 
 
    “Design Matters”  

The State Newspaper, 1997-2000.  A series of short pieces on various buildings in 
downtown Columbia, SC. 

Publications 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 23, Florence County Museum, 2016 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 25, UNC Charlotte Johnson Band Center, 2016 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 35, Thomas Cooper Library, 2016 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 39, South Carolina State Museum, 2016 
 
    “Watson Tate Savory wins four awards on three projects in two cities in one week”, Columbia  
    Business Monthly, April 02, 2015 
 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 22-25, Watson Tate Savory, 2014 Firm Award, 2014-2015 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 70-71, South Carlolina State Museum (cover), 2014-2015 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 76-77, City of Columbia Water Facility, 2014-2015 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 45, Tate Mountain House, 2014 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 48-49, James Clyburn Intermodal Transportation Center, 2014 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 54, Offices of Watson Tate Savory, 2014 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 58, SCSU Lowman Hall, 2014 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 62, USC Horizon I Research Facility, 2014 
 
    “New Additions”, The State Newspaper, March 24, 2014 
 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 52-53, 
     “Monumental or Modest: Theater Building Manages to Have it Both Ways”, 2012 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 36, “Bringing it Back” (SCSU Lowman Hall), 2011 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 35, Office of Watson Tate Savory COTE award, 2009 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 44-45, “A New Way of Saying Lowcountry”, 2008 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 32-35, “A Landmark in the Making”, 2008 



 
 

Publications (cont’d) 
“Lowcountry Technical College”, p. X, College Planning & Management, May 2007 

 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 42, Musgrove Mill Interpretive Center, 2005-2006 
    South Carolina Architecture, p. 39, Dunbar Funeral Home, 2004-2005 
 

The Designer’s Workspace: Ultimate Office Design, p. 14, Douglas Caywood, Architectural Press,                
Oxford, England, 2004 

 
    “Home Turf”, Architecture, New York, NY, August 2003 
 

“Campus Workshop Built with Metal”, Metal Architecture, January 2003 
 
    South Carolina Architecture, pp. 18-19, “An Architecture Firm’s Office” (cover), 2002 
   

“From Devine to Sublime”, The Director, March 2002 
 
“Behold the bungalow: A solid house that’s not neo-anything”, (on the Montare Savory home, in 

 preparation for a Columbia Design League lecture on bungalows), The State Newspaper,  
January 14, 2001 
 
South Carolina Architecture: 1970-2000, pp. 66-67, John Jacques, editor, RL Bryan, Columbia, SC 
 
“Editor’s Pick: Best dressed and most intellectual group sponsored by the Cultural Council: The  
Columbia Design League”, Free Times, November 10, 1999 
 
“Designing Couple”, The State Newspaper, May 16, 1999 
 
“Former Columbian to talk about architectural design”, The State Newspaper, April 11, 1999 
 
“NCR, Cultural Council have designs on Saluda Shoals amphitheater”, The State Newspaper, 

 February 19, 1999 
 
“The Design League: a group that may shape Columbia’s future”, Free Times, November 26, 1997 

    
   “City designers share author’s concerns”, Tom Savory (in response to Day Op-Ed), The State  

    Newspaper, November 1, 1997 
 
“Can our city be revived?  Here are some suggestions”, Art World, Jeffrey Day, culture critic, The 

 State Newspaper, October 12, 1997 
 
“Cultural critic lambastes conditions of urban architecture, preservation”, The State Newspaper, 

 October 8, 1997 
   
“New Organization has Designs for Columbia in Mind”, The State Newspaper, October 1, 1997 
 
GA Document Extra 08: Richard Meier, Global Architecture, Tokyo, Japan, 1997 
 
Gwathmey Siegel 1982-1992, Rizzoli International, New York, NY 1994 
 
Richard Meier Architect 2, Rizzoli International, New York, NY, 1991 

 
    Vacant Lots: A Study Project, p. 44-45 Princeton Architectural Press, Princeton, NJ, 1989 
 
 


